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PRAYER before the SERMON. 


2 LY, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, 
* who art, and who waſt, and wio art 
to come / 60 8 5 
Theu art Ged alone, and beſide thee there 
is no other, | "14, 4 FOG 
T hou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory, 
honour, and power : for thou haſt created all 
things, and for thy pleaſure, which is no- 
thing but the moſt perfect happineſs of thy 
creatures, they are and were created : 
We defire to expreſs before thee, O thou 
ſovereign diſpoſer of all things, our joy and 
ratitude, that we and all our concerns are 
in thy hands. | 
And as thine infinite wiſdom ordereth 
and appointeth every thing belonging to us, 
the time, ſituation, and circumſtances of 
our life, and our dependencies and connec- 
tions with each other; We beſeech thee, 
O Lord, to ſanctify and bleſs us in the par- 
ticular relation in which we that are now 
before thee, are united together, that we 
may anſwer thy gracious deſigns therein, 
and that it may be for our mutual improve 
ment in virtue and holineſs. 


B For 


141 
For this end, ſend down, we pray thee, 
thine eſpecial bleſſing on thine unworthy 
ſervant, whom thou continueſt to uphold 
in miniſtering to thy truth.; thy power,and 
goodneſs being made more apparent by the 
weakneſs of the inſtrument thou employeſt. 
Let this be a leſſon to him, more and 
more to cleave unto thee, and to declare 
thy name and thy goodneſs to others. 
What he ſhall learn out of thy holy 
word, and by diligent humble ſearch after 
thy truth, enable him to communicate 
faithfully to others; and to delien bis-own 
fonh, in warning the wicked to turn from his 
evil Wayz- left. be die in hi; iniguuy. | 
And do thou alſo open thechearts of thy 
6-to-reccive: the truth with readineſs, - 
and carefully and impartially; to examine 
what they hear, and embrace-what is apree« 


able to thy will, that they may be perſeck 


and prepared unto every: good wor, and 


may act the part thou haſt aſſigned them 


with inviolable integrity, er the 
entioements of a vain world. 
. Tncreaſs among us, O Lord, and in the 
world at large, a ſpirit of ſerious inquiry 
into thy revealed word, that may alarm and 
_avaken thoſe unhappy men who are aſleep 
I unbelief, or immerſed in ſenſuality and 
vice; leſt they be given up to a hardened 
rufen mind, ce cn fatal Nats: "A 
PETTY * , + np 


* 


3 7 
8 TY] 
thy reaſonable, creatures, made- fot thyſelf 


and for endleſs improvements in virtue. 
And grant, that this houſe, in which we 


are now firſt aſſembled, may be a place in 
which we may mect thee our God, and have 
ſatisfaction in drawing near unto thee ; in 
which alſo thy pure word may be effectually 
preached, and many edified thereby; and, 
O merciful. and ri hteous Father, let 2 


11215 Jour requeſts we us ral hes 


O Father, as the diſciples of thy ſon Jeſus | 
Chriſt, throu h whom be aſcribed unto 
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Jon x iv. 23. 24. | 
The hour: cometh, and now is, when the true 


. worſhippers ſhall worſhip the Father. in 


o 


Spirit and in truth: for the Father ſeeketb , 
; 1405 to worſhip bim. God is a Spirit, and 
they. that worſhip lim muſt worſhip bim in 


Spirit and in truth, 


.. 


of divine providence, and his meeting wi 


her,was of great importance to her and to 
many others ;: o us alfo, if we profit as we 


ought by what is recorded of him there. 

The hiſtory which has been rehearſed to 
you to day, ſhews how intent he always 
was on the great end of his miſſion, to 
bring ſinners to repentance, and to enlighten 
and benefit whomſoever he found well-diſ- 
poſed; and alſo affords an inſtance of his 
wonderful ſkill as a divine teacher and re- 
former, by ſuitable queſtions to lead perſons 
to the point he aimed at, to draw out 
their in ward diſpoſitions, and ſhew them to 
themſelves. 

Having diſcovered to this woman, by 
the knowlege given to him from God, ſome 
ſecret enormities of her life, which ſhe 
was perſuaded he could not have come - 
3 : : t 


N. this-chapter, we have a dialogue be- 
1 tween our Lord and a woman of Sa- 
maria, whom he accidentally met with; 
although indeed, ſtrictiy ſpeaking, nothing 
can be ſaid to happen but by the ane | 


; 


* 


1 


the knowlege of by any human * means, ſhe 


Was much awed, and diſturbed at it; for 


his manner and appearance, and the con- 
verfation that he had already held with her, 
would beſpeak him a holy man ; but now 
ſhe would begin to look upon him as ſome- 
what extraordinary, like one of their an- 
cient prophets. 

She had the preſence of mind therefore to 
put to him what ſhe deemed a moſt im- 
portant queſtion ; ſhe requeſted him to re- 
ſolve her about the religious diſpute betwixt 
the Jews and Samaritans, concerning the 
right place of worſhip. For ſhe had been 
uſed to look upon religion as a thing with- 
out her, a matter of form and ceremony, 
and to conſiſt in a mighty zeal for their 
Samaritan mode of. worſhip, in preference 
to that of the Jews. | 

Our Saviour was deſirous to lead her to 
Jaſter ſentiments and a more virtuous prac- 
tice ; to the true worſhip of God, that 
inward application of thought to the moſt 
holy and perfe& Being, which brings him 
immediately to the heart as a conſtant in- 
ſpecter to paſs ſentence there, which cannot 
but create a fear of offending him, and 
become a moſt powerful motive to virtue 
and holineſs, He therefore tells her, that 
although the Samaritans were in error, the 

* Toh. i. 49, We have the caſe of a perſon's being 
aries of eſus's divine authority and of his eng 


the Meſſiah, from a ſimilar inſtance of his power in 
diſcerning the ſecret actions of men. 25 


B 3 matter 


{ 8] 


atter 5 of VI im pong now. 3 that 
ete was {ſomething of greater t 
i attended to b Pee and and b 975 LS * 


; v. 21, &c. Jeſus PTY unto War 
man, Believe ne, the hour Sul 215 


all neither in this mountain, nor T 
e » wor ſhip the Father. 8 ip 
what ye do 1 know : * W, e worſhip what we 
4 26 3 #6 vation ts of 12 Ju. But 
2 bour co meth, and wy is, when the tr 
wor ſhipers all worſhip the Father in ſpirit 
andi in Pere: for 1k the . ather ſeeketh ſuch to 


200 275 Bim. 

Ben he here faith z 6 Th bour cometh, 
and now. is ;” he refers to that predeter- 
mined period of ti time in the divine mind now 
artiyed, of which their ſacred writin s had 
5 Ren, when cc the Lara their Guy would 

raiſe up unto them a prophet, from the mi 

| 449-7 their brethren, like untoMeſes,” (Deut. 
Xvill. 15.5 who was .to declare to them, 
(John. i. 18.) the whole will of God * the 
time of . reformation,” (Heb. iX. 10. 5 when 
all mankind would be taught 15 worſhip 
and obedience of the Father, the only true 
God, (John xvii. z.) by the laſt great pro- 

phet and, meſſenger of his will. 

And in the words I have read to you, the 
| henrolent Saviour exults in the thought, 

that the time Was coming, Was already 


2 So che late Bp. Pearce very rightly amends our 
pres e der W «Commeniar y 5 P- 484. 


"ne come, 
1. $45,249 


14 a 3 
(.9 ir 
come, (what equal ſource of joy could 
3 te be to a good mind 7?) when the * 

od would be known and worſhi 
His creatures of mankind, and he "09g 
be the choſen inſtrument of ſo great « blel- 
ling to them. | 
1 15 ſubject is important. Who is the 
ng we are alone to worſhip ? What he - 
= 725 which the moſt acceptable way of 3 
. worſhiping him? To theſe points I propoſe 
to lead your thoughts at n 
| I. W ii 
The apoſtle Paul, premchiag, to bis at / 
ed audience at Athens, with malterly d- 
dreſs, and a becoming dignity and'boldneſs, 
begins directly and at once with inculcating 
the knowlege of God, the Maker au Go 
vernor of all things, previous to ſuch men- 
tion of Jeſus Chriſt as he judged prdper to 
lay before them at that time, viz, (Acts xvii. 
24, 31.) that © God bath appointed a 
5 ay, in the which be will judge the: world in 
righteouſneſs, by that * Max whom: he hath 
ordained ; whereof be bath given aſſurance i fa 


| 12 Paul tells che e that bh Bariout 66r 4 
fs «vip, - ordained to ati: importam office, ' by 
(God. that he the wir ld anni things thar art therein. 


N x, unto be ſuppoſed that the apoſtle deceived his hearers, 


d them only half theftruth concerning Chriſt's 
+ uſt —— conclude, that he himſelf 
held Chriff only to be 4 nan indued with extraordinary 
powers od, the ereator of all rag and | 
taught all others to believe concerning him ; 
taught that Chriſt was God and the maker ol 


B34 + 


v4 £4. JET 0M 
"all men in that he hath raiſed him from the 
dead. For with all their boaſt of * ſcience 
and improvement in arts, the Athenians 

were buried in groſs idolatry *. And it was 


neceſſary to impreſs their minds with a 


feeling conviction of the power, wiſdom, 
' goodneſs, and righteous government of the 

Creator and univerſal Father, and the reali 
of a future ſtate of account, that they might 


de diſpoſed to receive the gracious offers of 


eternal life (Acts xi. 18.) to a repenting 
world, which Jeſus brought from God to 
all men, and to attend to the awful proof 


of his divine miſſion and authority, which 


Paul laid before them. | 
But our Lord never ſet himſelf deſignedly 
to inſtruct his countrymen in the doctrine 


of the divine unity; to tell them that Je- 


hovah was God, and no other beſides him, 
and that to him alone they were to lcok 


The Gods publicly worſhipped were deified men, 


who had ſome of them been bad, vicious characters. 


The philoſophers laughed at them in their private meet- 
ings, and yet gravely joined the multitude in worſhip- 
ing them. Of even Socrates himſelf, an eminent au- 
thor remarks, that he appears publicly to plead his 
. $* own acknowlegement of their divinities, and appro- 


«© were abominable, and often treated accordingly upon 
the ſtage; and which therefore no ſuch excuſe as 
that of avoiding to diſturb the public peace, or not 

** offending the weak minds of the people, or obviating 

*« perſecution, can ever juſtify,” | 

pe Yeu 
| Bp. Law's Conſiderations &c. p. 329, 330- 


op. 


* bation of their eſtabliſhed worſhip ; both which. 


* 


% 
SK 
„. 


12 
up in prayer; although, in his public in- 
ſtructions, he unavoidably and continually 


held forth theſe great truths in an indirect 


manner. 


It would have expoſed him to their con- 


tempt and mockery, who were many of 


them ſo eager to cavil againſt him, if he 
had attempted to inform them of what they 
already knew and practiſed, from which 


they had never ſwerved, by falling into ido- 


latry, ſince their long captivity in Babylon; 


and, to do them juſtice, have never ſwerv- 


ed to this hour. 
They were firmly grounded in this firſt 


and great article of religion, by the aid of 


that revelation which God had given of 
himſelf and his will by Moſes; from which 


leſus drew his firſt knowlege, and to which 


he conſtantly appealed. 


For he himſelf was one of the hebrew 


people, and a worſhiper of the ſame God 
with them; as he here tells this perſon, 


v. 22. WE worſhip what WE do know. 
Chriſtians are yet divided with reſpect to 
the obje& of their worſhip, whether one, 
two, or three perſons. This * woman was 
2 | clear 


* Some illuſtration of our Lord's words, ver. 22. 
may be proper, leſt any ſhould think that they contra- 
dict what is here aſſerted, that this Samaritan woman 
wanted no light with reſpect to the object of worſhip. 

It had pleaſed God to preſcribe to the Jews a form 
of worſbip with circumſtances of great exactneſs, and 


D421] 


2 to this point, and needed no inſtructiah gs 


mere alſo the Samaritans and Jews univer- 


ally, agreeing maſt intirely with Chriſt anti 


his apoſtles, that the Father only was God, 


and to be worſhiped.: S0 that many had 


need to have tecoutſe to the Jews*,and their 
Writings, to be ſettled in this great point. 
NA 2; | es Nhe 
1 6 a bd Þ | 

tofix Jeruſalem for the place of lis public worſhip ; al. 
though this partial, local worſhip was always defigned 


to give way to that which was univerſal, confined to no 
Place. In the mean while, although the Samaxitan 


* 


- 


worſhip was addreſſed to the true God, the Father, our 


Saviour tells the woman, + worſhip what ye de not 


*Hnow; one whom ye do not know, i. e. (See John xiv. 


. il. a5.) one who has net diſtinguiſhed you with 


eh marks of ſingular faveur; to whom ye do not ſtand 


apy particular relation, ¶ See the account of the origin 
of Th People of Samaria 2 Kings xvii. 24, Rc.) and 
therefore ye have no reaſon to , that your worfhip 
of Godina F place ſtands on the — 
bo But we twarſhip what we do know. God has 
ch - ws to 5 3 ſhewed us extraordinary 
favours, and thetelbre we oy juſtly conclude that his 
true ay of worſhip-is with us, The Jews and Samaritans 
then were both agreed, and were right, with reſpect to the 
object of worſhip: but the difference was, that the Sa- 
Mmaritan worſhip was a will-worſhip, a ritual of human 
authority; but that of the Jews conſtituted by God, and 


| 83 depended upon : and it was a ſtrong evi- 


| of this, that ſalvation, i. e. the Meſſiah was to 

king, not from the Samaritan country, but from the 

ews, 1. e. the tribe of Judah. + 8 
lt is not a little to the honour of the Jews, that 
"thoſe chriſtians who adhered ſtrictly to the unity of 
God, were accuſed of jadaizing, of bringing judaiſm 
into chriſtianity, Paul, Bp. of Antioch, in the third 


century taught, what others had taught before him. 
that Chriſt then began to be, when 


e Was born of 
9 2 0Ys 


is one Lind And thou ſpolt lave the Lord 
thy God, with all thy 'heart and with all 


thy 4 401th all thy mind, with all thy | 
ſtrength. 

Obſerve that he adopts the 12 wards 
of Moſes, And this may be called our Sa- 


wieur's public funke, or ai of 5 
faith in God. 


Mar 27 iphagius, 3 Biſhs) in : fourth century; 
50 1 that Fe upon the Jodie of the deity, the fol J 
** lowers - Paul Gy no more than 5 Jews * and 
in, <* that introdpc m, an 
Fave more than ae Haag are Tons a —_— 
4 to be ſo called; though to ſpeak the truth, they dq 
not practiſe * nor keep the ſabbath, nor 
% follow any other jewiſh cuſtoms,” See mort in: 
W in Lardner, vol. iv. part $: .6 1 
Fw perſons did not cone; & af GR 
To” were of the nation of the Jens and held ces 
ne concerning the unity of God: for throu 
out the whole N. T. you never find the Jews es 
by them in this reſpect. And St. Paul, in his de- 
fence before Felix the Roman vernor, declared that 
he worſhiped, (Acts xxiv. 14.) the God of his Fa- 
ther.” Paul's God, then, after his converfion to chrif= 
fianity, was the ſame as before 15 knew Chriſt. 
After 


BEG: ER 

After which follows the Jewiſh Doctor's 
approbation of it, in theſe remarkable 
words, v. 32. And the ſcribe ſaid unto him, 
well, Maſter I thou haſt. ſaid the truth : for 
there'ts one God, and there is none other but * 
he. Had the man miſunderſtood him, our 
Lord would ſurely have ſet him right, 

Jeſus therefore knew of no other God 
but One: Whom he here calls zhe Father, 
and conſtantly makes uſe of that tender and 
endearing appellation in ſpeaking of him by 
whom he was highly diſtinguiſhed and be- 
loved ; in which language * has alſo au- 
thorized us to addreſs the infinite creator, 
and thus as it were to bring him near to 
us, the creatures alſo of his goodneſs, and 
highly favoured by him. W 

And it deſerves our eſpecial attention, that 
our Saviour, by conſtantly calling the great 
God his Father, did thereby acknowlege 
that he received his being and all he enjoy- 
ed from him; in like manner as we ac- 
knowlege the ſame, when we call God, our 
Father. | | 2 
Exodus xx. 1, 2, 3. God ſpake all theſe words, 
ing, I am ibe Loxp thy Ged : thou ſhalt have no other 

Gods before ME. According to this firſt command- 
ment, God is one fingle perſon For the term me 


can in no way ſignify more perſons than one. The 
ſame may be, and often has — obſerved concerning 


the words J, be, him, thou, thee, continually applied to 
God by himſelf, and his prophets, which language 
totally excludes any other perſon from being God but 
one perſon, him whom our Saviour calls the Father. 


It 


[ 15 } 


It may fill as with wonder and concern, 
that there ſhould have been ſo early a de- 
fection among Chriſtians, and of ſuch long | 
continuance, from this great article which. 
Jeſus taught, that the Father alone is the 


God whom all are to worſhip. 


But they were a few leading names at 
firſt, that brought in this long chain of 
error. So that here, as in many other re- 
ſpecs, the ſenſe of antiquity, with which 
we are wont to be too much dazzled, is 
nothing but the opinion of one man, or a, 
few, wm, 25 fancies pleaſed at the time, and 


whom others follow, one generation after 
another, like ſheep in the track, they are 


led, without thinking or conſidering what 


leads them. 


The Jews indeed, who embraced the. 


ſpel in great numbers after Chriſt's re- 


urrection, never departed from this doc- 


trine of the divine unity, of worſhiping 
the Father alone; and they ſubſiſted toge- 
ther in ſeparate churches, or worſhiping 
ſocieties to the end of the 4th century. 


But the heathen converts, eſpecially the 
learned amongſt them, tranſplanting their 


pagan ideas into chriſtianity, corrupted 


the ſimplicity of its doctrine and worſhip. 
from the very firſt, and opened a dogr t 


* See « Diſquiſitions on Matter and Spirit, part 2d, 


concerning the influence of Philoſophy on Chriſ- 


5 tjanity.” Sections iv. v. vi. by Dr. 28 
ill 


ll 16! | 


m Alder deviribnd fiom it aftet ald. 


MMifled by falſe phildtfophy; atid afameck 
== e eee, Ir excellent 
afid perfect, td" be cheir Saviour and the” 
fender of their refigibh,” they milihtal on 
even in the tirfit'of | lobe of 85 po 
tht _ da 3 a” pre-exiſtent ti. 
ri a 1 the deity, ty. inca- 
pale f uct 1200 dolly put on the 
aßpearaner of a lt. ieir Gees” by 
degrees*irttþtoved' ofi'thefr faneiful inven- 
tions, tat length thy carts to call bin 
the"$OSREMY 509, afd to wotthip' him 
afaels.- 
But fila w nor with our Let 5 deen 

words Before us, FRY ſu ppoſt Hlth thus 
to ſpeak to thoſe who worſhip” hin, and 
rt POP af? 

* WIN do ye addftfs'your devotiors' to 
me?” Dit Fever dfrectyou to do it, or pro- 
gy as an MT of ' religious Wör- 


ase 


W a 2 Fit rf Un, 

2 5 7 S e my $5 

| _ to Y Father ( Gen 

7 BHD, Oh mh 0 41 90 0055 
ef toy diſciples 1 92 0 teach 


att „(Luke xi. , 2.) did teach 
then to p tor myftif, or 10 any other 
__ perſon, but the Father? Did Ln "——_— 


them Ko: S to de Father? 


1 7 1 

« Did/1. ever calb myſelf God, or tell you 
that I e | 
to be! ONES” AI 


och 


As this however is commonly, but erroneouſly, ſup- 
to be aſſerted by our Saviour's favourite a 
John; in the to his goſpel, namely, that C, ft Pi 
Goth, and the maker of all things ; 1 take this portunityſ 
* — ines yr ment in on. of. 
that opinion of ion to what has been.al+; 


lg more more at —_ 2 another place. Sequel to the 
3 „&c. ch. fl. 


— — critics of the N. T. have been ct 
o n, that the three eva „Matthew, 
Ionia compoſed and their hiſftories's of Chriſt; 


without cach others privity. And their apparent ant 
undoubted.. deſign in writing, was to give fi an ae 
count of their divine Maſter, as might be. ient to 
engage men to become his diſciples, and 2 them 
to the favour of God for ever. But in peruſing their 
writings, as alſo the Acts of the eee 
no one could conclude, that they, looked upon — 
to be any other than a Mean, their IT Het our 
phet; with. extraor om and power 
— — he was to ſuſtain: for they geſoribe — | 

—.— birth, infancy, 2 improvements. in 
wiſdom, life, ſufferings and death. Now if theſe men, 
had known and believed that their maſter Jeſus WAS 
God and creator of the world, it is utterly incr 
that they ſhould never have dropt the leaſt, hint of it, 
eſpecially when its infinite importance is conſidered, as 
. ſo. neceſlary to give a juſt idea of Chriſt, trad 
tive to prevail with men to attend to him. 

This therefore may lead us to embrace thoſe: 
nations of the introduction to John's. goſpel, which 
| ſhew, that by the Logos, the word, wiſdom, reaſon, 
(which the term Logos 1 we are not to under- 
Rand Chriſt, but an attribute of God, his powerful 

dau or wiſdom, which is the ſame as, God a 


18 ] 

Such important points as theſe, he ſhould 
not have left to be gathered from doubtful 
* paſſages, or, ambiguous F- expreſſions; 
from equivocal 4 actions, or incidental 8 

words 


ws which all things were «nila, all light- and kriow- 
lege communicated to the world, and Jeſus himſelf en- 
lightened; eſpecially when it is conſidered, that St. John 
never afterwards once gives this name Logos, to Chriſt, 
throughout his goſpel-hiſtory, which is moſt extraordi- 
nary; after ſuch a pompous ſetting out witli it, if it really 
did belong to him, and he intended it for him; and when 
alſo it is obſervable, that our evangeliſt has recorded many 
more of our Saviour's ſayings chan tlie other evangeliſts, 
in which he acknowle tomlſelf to owe'every thing to 
God, v. 19. 31. vii. 2 vin. 28, and calls himſelf not 
on the' Son / Man, but a Man, viii. 40, and his a- 
his brethren, tellow-creatures, xx. 7. 
2 doubtful | ful pa Yager) Such, for example, as Ste- 
he's invocation of Jeſus (Acts vii. 59.) ſoon aſter be- 
olding him in a viſion ; and which, however it be in- 
terpreted, would ſcarce tead any one to conclude but 
that the holy man, at all other times, made it his prac- 
tice to pray to the Father alone, to whom Chriſt al- 
ways prayed himſelf, and commanded others to pray. 
* — p. 60. 69. | 
+"! ambiguous expreſſions) as that of St. Paul, 2 Cor. 
M. 8. which ſome underſtand to be ſpoken of Chriſt: 
others, more probably, that God himſelf is the Lord 
rs mentioned. 100 
I eguivocal actions) Chriſt was frequently worſhip- 
a by thoſe that knew his great character 4 a = 2 
phet of God, and ſaw his miracles. But it cannot 
thenice be inferred that he was God, as — term _ 
ſhip, common propriated to God, ſignifies 
oor the reſpect paid to a — 441 Daniel il. 


48. Matth. xviii. 26. Acts x. 2 

IS incidental words) Where, for inſtance, St. Paul 

14 concerning Chriſt, (Coloſſ. i. 16.) By him 1 
a 


[ 29 
words. dro ing from his apoſtles, when 
treating of other matters: but he would 
have told his, followers plainly of them in 
his life-time, and not have told them, which 
he. did continually, that he was @ man, 
and the; Son of man. 
In the eſtimate * of Chriſt then, and ac- 
cording to his preſcription, no other being 
or perſon whatſoever is to be warped, 
but the Father. #7 SY 


i: Th | 7 
— inquiry, in the io of our 
Borce inſtruchions before us is; what God 

is? He whom we are to worſhip. 
We may ſpeak much, and der come 
e -wherefore in ſum he is all. 

This caution of the ſon of Sirach, is al- 
ways to rde — ſw us in our ro- 


alle] ings quoted that are in „and thet are in earth 
n which paſſage the a 0! le ſpeaks not of. the 
geen of the world, but of. quite atone matter, 
477. 
750 ce on a very remarkable occaſion, out Saviour 
-was called upon to declare what was his bwn duty and 
the preſcribed rule of his conduct, in the point of re- 
ligious worſhip, Match. iv. 10; where he ſays It is 
um itten; Thou halt warſbip the Lord thy God, and: him 
only ſbalt thou ſerue; i. e. * am a d ſubject 
We = the law of. the, Jews: I am = therein 
* to worſhip the Lord my God, and to ſerve him 
önly.“ This excellent parap braſe of Chriſt's words, is 
given in! The « option of: Mr Revue to the rea- 
1 ſonableneſs of chriſti c- p. 23, one of the 
VUnitarian Tracks, ſuppoſe py be it fren by the fa- 
mous Mr. Locke. See the Preface. to the laſt edition | 
of Mr, Locke's works, p. xiii. 
C 
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fearches concerning God; that his nature 
and perfections infinitely ſurpaſs our high- 
eſt er aeg, of them. It is our duty how- 
ever, and our happineſs, to endeavour to 
attain juſt and right apprehenſions of him, 
that we may reverence him in the beſt 
manner we are able according to his tranſ- 

— 8 
God ts a Spirit —ſays our divine teacher. 
Spirit is a term of various ſignification: 
when applied to God, the firſt thought it 
raiſes in us is, that he is infinitely removed 
from thoſe groſs properties that belong to 
matter and bodily ſubſtances: that he can- 
not be touched, or ſeen by the eye, becauſe 
of the imperfections attending beings com- 
poſed of ſuch materials. In ſhort, he is 

not the object of our bodily ſenſes. - 
And hence it follows, that he cannot be 
defined by any figure or fimilitude, or de- 
ſcribed under any ſhape. To attempt to 
make a picture or image of the infinite God, 
is moſt degrading, moſt fooliſh as well as 

impious. 8 W l e 

Wes n-nothing in the world with- 
-out-ns;2thatican yield any reſemblance of 
Sad; what he is as a fpirit ; or how he 
_ exiſts. The grandeſt objects in nature, the 

faireſt forms are but ſenſeleſs matter, liable 
to continual change, decay and diſſolution. 
We muſt therefore have recourſe to ſome- 
thing of a higher nature than this material 


a," 
3; . pro 


* 
4 PB © 346 


1 


+ = "Mel 
- world, to give us a juſt idea of the ſpirit 
that formed, animates and preſerves it. 
And this is Rx Aso; the eonſcious men- 
tal power; that which informs and aſſures us 
of our own nature and exiſtence, and of the 
exiſtence and nature of other things. 
By this it is, that ſurveying and reflecting 
on ourſelves and things without us; the 
marks of boundleſs wiſdom, power and 
goodneſs in the ſmall part of the univerſe 
that falls within our notice ;- the infinite 
yariety, connection and ſubſerviency of all 
its parts to each other, the unity of bene - 
volent deſign viſible throughout; our own 
wonderful fabric, and above all, the moral 
powers, the diſpoſition to approve things 
excellent, righteous and good, implanted in 
us, and that whatever is moſt excellent and 
perfect in the work muſt be in a vaſtly ſu- 
perior degree, in the intelligent artiſt; we 
thus riſe up, by ſure degrees, to the unſeen 
creator, the ſovereign mind, ſupremely 
wiſe, holy, and good, the one, ſole, original, 
univerſal parent and author of all things. 
F | III. 2 8 & 74 ; 
- Having thus endeavoured to attain ſome 
faint idea of God, what he is as a Spirit, 
in our Lord's deſcription of him: Weare, 
by his directions, from theſe our beſt ap- 
prehenſions of him to gather what that 
worſhip is, which will be acceptable tohim. 
gd a irn &. 0211 1 
* C 2 L He 
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3 He. then who 1 is 4 Spirit, muſt” be wor- 
255 ed in Spirit; i i. e. with the mind. It 
mind that is made for God. By 
this alone we are ca pable of knowing his 
adorable character, and paying the Otago 
due to him. The worſhip of him by 
erifices and offerings, erg — f og 
ward ceremonies, was now to ceaſe. God 
never enjoined theſe as acceptable in them- 
ſelves, But as teſtifying the inward regards 
of his worſhipers, and as temporary expedi- 
ents to lead mankind; in their infant un- 
improved ſtate, to a pure and rational ſer- 
vice. This he continually e declared by his 
pro] et, 
he worſhip in ſpirit therefors, the true 
Hhriftin worſhip, admits no ſplendid out- 
ward pom and ceremony, no ſhowy rites 
of human invention. he more hmpli- 
City 1 is found therein; che more the mind 
18 engaged in contemplation of God aldie, 
the more A of him, and more uſeful 
to the worſhiper. © Whatever ſtrongly af- 
fects the k W diverts from inward 
thought and ſelf recollection, obſtructs the 
true end of divine worſhip, which is a re- 
ring from all other things to converſę with 
for alone. The affections ma 7 be raiſed 
| a while by the melody of ſounds, and 
patſions -ſoothed:and ſuſpended by gaz- 
pe: — and gaudy ritual: but the 
ſpectator returns from the amuſipg.ſeene 
i ; . 3 exactly 
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All true * of God then 6 in AY 
mind within, ſecretly apprehending his pte- 
ſence, and there offering ſuitable holy deſires 
of which words are the outward — 
When, for inſtance, we preſent ourſelves 
as now with others to worſhip our Maker 
in iche, publick congregation, it is known 
2 Y to him and ourſelves whether we wor- 
auf him at all, or our minds are engaged 

taken up with other objects. For no 
— do — pray to or praiſe Gag, aha — 
as bur minds ae ually perer Fe his 
and are turne — and en 


thoſe ſentiments and aden w dich or Our => 


words expreſs. . ., 

All particular local werhip of God is 
here alſo, expreſiy ſuperſeded bw our Sa- 
viour. Solomon, in a very ſublime mannę r 
declared the omnipreſence of Gods at the 

. ame time that he was directed to ſupplicate 
kr aye 6 preſence, and attention in the 
that he had built: 1 Kings viii. 27. 
« Jil Cd indeed dwell on the earth ? be. 
"bold, the heaven, and heaven of 77 can 
not contain thee ; (how. much: eſs this . 
wred 1-hpve bullded?”., 

The infinite creator is to be worlbiped 
in; all places ; for he is every Where. He 
| cannot be withdrawn from any of his works; 

(dI209s Sch ? A) vi EY. wi m N 22 008 
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nor can he be ignorant of the thoughts or 
deſires of his rational creatures, who have 


all their powers from him, and are upheld 


by him continually i in the uſe of them. 


No place is now more ſacred than ano- 


ther: but every place ſacred and meet for 
prayer. For the worſhiper makes the place. 


herever there is a devout humble mind, 


that looks to God, God is there. A mind 
free from ſinful ſtain, pious and benevolent, 
is the true temple - 
boly c deſires are the au acceptable ofenng 


God; and virtuous 


The other uilification of- chriſtian wor- 


in preſcribed by our Lord; is, that it be 
done in truth ; i. e. with ſincerity: for fo 
che fame phraſe is uſed in other places: 2 
John i I, 1. 3 Joh. i. 1. 2 Cor. vii. 14. 


For God | 1s a Spirit—i, e. a pure and per- 


fect mind; free from all moral defects and 
imperfection; a loyer of truth and righte- 


oufneſs. He cannot be flattered by outward 


bowings, and proſtrations of the body, or 
captivated with unmeaning profeſſions of 
reſpect, can only delight in ſincerity = | 

truth, and therefore can hear and ap 
the prayers only of thoſe who endeavour 
to be holy, virtuous and 


good. 
Our worſhip of God, if it 9e! Beende, 


will draw along with it the practice of all 
virtue. There can be no true oy” with- 


t virtuous practiee. 
e ff ay 1 man awong you (ye che _ 
ee 
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n to be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, 
but decerveth bis own heart, that man's religion 
#5 vain. Pure religion and undefiled before God 
even the Father, is this; to viſit the fas 
therleſs and widows in their affliction, and to 
keep y mſelf unſpotted from the world. James 
1. 26, 27. 

No We e of devotion, no womb of 
zeal for God and his true worſhip, will juſ- 
tify a man. in the want uf integrity and 
kindneſs to his fellow-creatures, or atone 
for wilful continuance in immoral practice. 
In the worſhip of God we have nothing 
to do with men. It is a tranſaction betwixt 
him and ourſelves alone. We muſt there- 
fore have no worldly views in it, to recom- 
mend ourſelves to the favour of others. 
There is no crime that our Saviour reproved 

with more aſperity ; as it is ſurely a thing 
bow” odious, and thews'#nind ſadly de- 
formed. We ſhould” perf6rtn no act of de- 
votion as a means of Naridh intereſt, or in 
rer with cuſtom or faſhion, which 

ould not do out of voluntary choice 
and a pure regard to God. 

I ſhall now beg leave to cloſe the ſubject 
with one or two remarks, 

1. As our Lord here declares that the 
true worſhipers ſhall worſhip the F ather, 
in ſpirit and truth, and thar he ſeeketh 
fuch to worſhip him : it hence followeth, 
that it is the duty of every chriſtian to make 
Fa profetion of his belicf of the goſpel- 
b 4 revelation 
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revelation and to join in public chriſtian 
worſhip, that he may do honour to God 
before men, and promote the knowlege of 
him and of his truth in the world. 
There are peculiar difficulties attending 
the fituations of particular perſons, . 


e 


gether with the ſupreme Father of all. For 


*The difficulty which Naaman, the Syrian general, 
rebel (2 King v. 17.) tothe ITN con 
cernifig bis bowing to an idol on a particular occaßon, 
with theprophet's reply, have been ſometimes alleged 
as 4 ſanction for a chriſtian's compliance with a religi- 
ous worſhip which he diſapproves and condemns. 
There have been ſome: plauſible defences of the pro- 
phet given by learned men on the ſuppoſition that he 
gave a full permiſſion to Naaman, as he requeſted. But 
the proper anſwer is, that we, have nothing to do with 
the licence given by a Fro a heathen man in any 
particular inſtance, nor can fetch our juſtification thence - 
in any doubtful point. God, who in times 770 ſuffered 
all the nations to walk in their own ways, and winked a 
the times of their - ignorance, now comm ndeth all men 
every where to repent, and turn unto THE LIVING 
God tobe made heaven and curth. (Acts xiv. 15, 16, 
vil. 30, The methods which the Father of the uni- 
verſe has employed in bringing back mankind from 
their apoſtacy to the acknowlegement of himſelf the 
only true God, appear to have been gradüal, and al- 
ways admirably ſuited to the circumſlances of the times. 
Jt is not by any revelation at once made to all, * by 

. A 1 re a 1 1 


K * 


LEP 

"this would tend to miſlead; others, and 
would be Grmilar: to the being preſent at 
and partaker of a- — heathen 


temple, upon meats which had juſt before 
been offered in facrifice to an ĩdol: 4 prac- 
tice which the apoſtle Paul condemns 


(. Cor. viii. ix. x.) as er ee 
Lale minds to ane 


20 <—_ aceeſſive este eee tat the imports 1 
rine Unity 0 to be eſtablihed 1 
the world. t. to the 1 Wacker s. N reſp 
ing oniys nll portion of men. It held however this 
t object uniformly in view, and prohibited the 
worſhip of any other God but Jehova under the 
yereſt fanctions, bein eviden ly intended. to ſerve as A 
model in this re when at —1 
be called in to 3 In — 
the Iſraelites therefore, it 9 wo: «lee the be 
2 impiety. and a breach of their coyena Ee 
r them, by any outward forms to ov other 
or by an ſeetning reſpect to beiguilty of ah leaſt = 
varication.: - And this becauſe they had an — 
giyen them, by which they were to be aided, (ut 
with reſpect to the nations not comprehe ended in that 
law, who were ſtranger tb the coventnt; Hiſtory thews 
that they were left 6s _ in their — And, 
now that by the goſpel; a new.covenant made be- 
tween God and all perſons who —_ Ge nan of Chriſt, 
the crime of diſſembling and prevaricating tir che caſe of 
God's worſhip, is exactly ths ſamne as it would have been 
in former times for an Iſraelite to have diſſembled, and 
worſhiped God and Baal. What an heathen did, or was 
rmitted by a prophet to do: (if he was permitted, ) can 
be nothing to a ehriſtian, who is under covenant. A 
eitizen and ſtranger are not under the {ame obligations. 
An Iſraelite and a chriſtian, are citizens of a commu- 
nity, are ſubjects to God in a peculiar ſenſe; and the 
duties required of them cannot be diſpenſed withy be- 
cauſe an heathen Naaman is excuſed. FS 
We 
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Weougnhtt not ſurely to pray to or to join 
in prayer to any being or perſon in the pub · 
he:congregation, whom we would not ad» 
dreſs our prayers to in private in our cloſets, 
2. The liberty of worſhiping God, ac- 
cording to the dictates of conſcience, has 
been reſtricted, for many ages, in every 
chriſtian country, and is even at this day 


fully and ſecurely enjoyed in none. We 


are thankful however to his over - ruling 
providence for the preſent opportunity, 
which, under him, is conceded to us by the 
ſpirit of the times. We caghot but wiſh 
to ſee it improved into an acknowleged 
right, perſuaded that it would be productive 
of great good to man. It is a right to which 
all men have the ſtricteſt claim, as much 
as to breathe the air, or enjoy the warmth 
of the ſun, It is what no human laws 


can abrigge, or preſcribe to; what no man 
Can alienate, or give up and transfer to an- 


other. And it is not only the Jew,, the 


Mohammedan, the worſhipers of the true 
God: but the heathen idolater, who bows 
to his grim idol, muſt be allowed, equally 


with the * chriſtian, to follow the . of 


As ſoon as the chriſtians had the civil power on 
their fide, when the empire became chriſtian under 
Conſtantine, they did not indeed put the Heathens to 
death, but they commonly ſhut up ot deſtroyed their 
places of worſhip, broke their images, and did them man 


other injuries on account of their religion. By this 
| P02 wi OG EST, wot ant ak! 
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His own mind in his religious worlklp, ay 
he is better informed, _ 

If any of theſe teach doctrines contrary 
to the religion publicly profeſſed, as the a+ 

ſtles of Chriſt did, in all countties whi- 
therſoever they went, no. harm can enſue, 
whilſt in other reſpects they demean them+ 
ſelves as good citizens and. ſubjects of the 


— 


Kate. If what they teach be true, it de- 


ſerves attention; if falſe, it will come to 
RY and truth will in the end prevail. 
As it has pleaſed God to make a 
revelation of his will for the be- 

ry 0 mankind, i it is the dutyiof all to in- 


quire into it; not to receive it on truſt, 


without examination; nor reject it without 
weighing the evidence for it. The indo- 
lence of many, in a matter of ſuch, mo- 


mentous conſequence, is melancholy to 


rg and moſt offaaſive to every good 
2 | 
Having been led by Gon conlideration 


5 the words of Chriſt to the belief He 


Father, the only living and true Goc 
are united in the worſhip and adoration IX 
him only, and no other, +; + +++ 


But we do not preſume to blam&or,oppoſe 
ourſelves to alf who adopt other forms of 


they certainly loſt all-right to complain of the manner 
in which the heathens had treated them in times paſt: 
for a heathen was equally} juſtifiable in demoliſhing a 
chriſtian church or chapel, as a chriſtian in deſtroy- 
ing a heathen templ e. 

worſhip. 


TI 3p 1 
worſhip. We haye. nothing to do with the 
ſentiments and practice of others; but to 
de ſineere in our o.]. We act up. to our 
light; they, to their's. To agree in the 
ſame object of worſhip is neceflary for the 
members of each worſhiping ſociety of 
chriſtians: but to unite in love and 
wall, and mutual kind offices, is the duty of 
all chriſtians, notwithſtanding their differs 
ent opinions and modes of worſhip. For 
this our; Lord has made the mark of our 
belonging to him; Joh, xiii. 35. By this 
ſhalt all men know that ye are my Gern 
if ye have love one to another. | 
4. The houſe of pray eyer, in Which we are 
new aſſembled, founded by the generous 
Vanek of friends, has not 8 erect- 
ed by a contentious innovating f rit, but 
for the quiet and relief pf thoſe perſons 
who cannot, with fincerity and appr: ation, 
Join in prayer to any other being but the 
one living and true God, the Father; and 
is appropriated to the worſhip of him by 
thoſe who receive Jeſus as his ene 
and a divine teacher. 
Here we meet together, not as exempt 
from -errdr;/ or having attained to wiſdom 
and all truth 3 hut b —— the words of 


truth which er and by applica- 
tion to God, the fountain and giver of wiſ- 
dom, to grow in se and all a Sor 
| 2 Tour 
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\ Your Miniſter claims not any fpiritual 
vers more than belong to every one of 
ou. He conſiders himſelf only as one 
whom you have choſen for your inſtructer 
in the goſpel, having a good opinion of his 
diligence and probity: but to whom: you 
are tied no longer than he ſhall:diſcharge his 
office with fidelity and to your approbation. 
His province will be, not to ſpeak any 
thing of himſelf. or dictate aught to y 
by his own authority; but to lay hefgre 
you the words of: Chriſt and the mind of 
God as revealed in the ſacred; writings, with 
ſuch interpretation as may ſeem to throye 
light an that ineſtimable book, and afford 
the moſt powerful motives to a holy life, 
vrhich is the prime end of all inſtruction. 
What he ſhall dig out of the mine of ſar 
cred truth, he will think it his duty to pre- 
ſent to you, not to receive it as pure gold, 
but to try it yourſelves, and ſeparate it from 
any droſs or alloy that may ſtick to ĩt. For 
in the things of religion, you are to take 
nothing "ON. truſt from any one, nor to aſ- 
ſent any farther than as he gives ſound rea- 
ſons, or the evident authority of God's 
word, to which all are to ſubmit. 
Lou will not expect him to ſpeak! only 
ſuch things as are palatable and agreeable 
to you, and fall in with your pteſent 
notions: for that would be to handle tbe 
0123910 | | 
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A farther improvement.- But you are to 
may with you to the hearing gf or reading 
criptures a mind open, unbiaſſed, ready 
to receive what is ſhewn to be the truth, 
however contrary to your former ſenti- 
ments. And we muſt all cultivate a teach- 
able, child-like temper: : for we are all of 
us ignorant of many things, and of low at- 
tainments in wiſdom, and muſt ſo remain 
whilſt we are in this paſſing ſtate, And 
when we ſhall be *.. out of it, this 
will be the moſt favourable diſpoſition for 
farther improvements, and: the felicity of 

the future ſtate, which we aſpire after. , 


5. Laſtly, It is but a ſhort time that we 
| have any of us to abide here; and there- 
fore we ſhould omit no opportunity of bear- 


ing our teſtimony to the truth of God, and 


bringing others to the knowlege of it. 


"Thus did Chriſt glorify the Father 'on 
earth, and finiſhed the wwork which be gave 
Him fo do, Joh. xvii. 4. 

The light of truth which he communi- 
. to the world, his apoſtles, and others 
after them have handed down to us; ſome 
of them with great labour and loſs, and 
amidſt many dangers. 5 

What we receive at ſo cheap and eaſy a 


price, we ſhould be careful to preſerve and 


deliver to thoſe that come after us. 


| Moſes, immediately after delivering the 
822 of the divine unity, gives this ex- 


hortation, 


W 


but Jehovah, they would have — 


1 33 ] 


hortation, Deut. vi. 6, 7. Theſe words wy 
- which I command thee this day, ſhall be in 


thine heart; and thou ſhalt teach them di- 
. atly to thy children, and ſhalt talk 

them, when thou ſitteſt in thine houſe, 
ot ace thou walkeſt by the way, and when 
thou lieſt down, and when thou riſeſt 
up.” If any of their children or family 
were in danger of worſhiping any other 


the divine command, if they had not 
them their error, and inſtructed chem in the 


truth. 


Ch riſtians 1 who * 2 
from the Iſraelites this ſacred depoſit of the 
knowlege of the one true God, and alſo the 
divine words and example of Jeſus; ſhould 
be mindful to teach them their children. 
If you are favoured with a clearer know 
lege of God and of his will, it is your du» 
ty to impart it to others, and eſpecially to 


| thoſe moſt nearly connected with you, Fan 
they may enjoy "all poſſible light and oma 


t for f en ans. 1 
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" PRAYER after the Saxon, 
eas AK anonr TO TOUR it © 
& TH OU' ſovereign eternal Spirit, by 
| whoſe wondrous' goodneſs we have 
been brought into being oat” of nothing; 
and made capable of knowing and obeying 
— infinite mexhauſtible ſourc of all 
 thatis great and good and excellent! 
Affiſt da ee 
diſecof the powers heſtowed upon us; that 
although w can never find thee out to per- 
fection, or coniprehend- thy greatneſs and 
majeſty, we may #ttain ſuch knowlege of 
thee ds is fitted: for us; and: cultivate: thoſs 
diſpoſitions towards thee” which may make 
us vittuous and Happy. 18 | ue Vr EO 
We behold · atid adore, O God, the foot - 
ſteps of thy wiſdom, goodneſs and power 
divine, in the fair fabric of this world: but 
we cannot behold thee, who art a pure and 
Heng mind. Help us in the af of thy 
ight afforded to us, ſo to improve our own 
minds, which bear thine image upon _ 


£ * * 


181. „ 


. I 


0 35) 
« and by which alone we are capable of ap- 
* ptehebding thee, that we may render they 
a e hom — and worſhip 
Inſpire us now and T „0 thou Fa- 
ther * our ſpirits, with thoaghts worthy 
of thee ; that we may never meanly ima- 
gine thee to be captivated with an outward 
ſhow and profeſſion of duty, where the 
heart is not in thy ways: * but that we 
may worſhip thee with an enlightened un- 
det ſtanding and with fincere devotion; and 
that our prayers and thankſgivings may be 
recommended to thy favourable regards, by 
the purity of our hearts, and the tri and 
uniform obedience of our lives,” | 


a 
9 
1 


8 — O Lord our God, we beſeech 

" thee, that theſ our ſolemn aflemblies for 

thy public h onour and ſervice, may be ſo 

3 to miniſter to our improve: 

' ment in the knowlege of thee, in Wiſdom 
and all virtue; that wei have joy and fa- 

q tisfaction 1 in theſe hs of Jockuf wh worſhip of 

thee our common Father; and may depart _ 

from them with ſuch ſentiments and impreſ- . 

ſions of duty to thee, and confirmed reſolu- 


ence, as may, by thy blefling, 
Gang of hed of carry 4 CRONE 5 


dee proſent ſcenes of mortality and tik 
and gain us admittance in hy good time 


tt the 23 abodes and thy 12 
ſence, to live before thee in virtue and 
2 Bars | 


e 
1 1 — ll. 5 . 5 * 
2 


{ 36) 
pineſs for ever, which of thy boundlek 
goodneſs thou haſt — us e bur 
Lan Jeſus Chriſt. | 
' Unto' thee, O Father, Sha art the livin 
and true God, be rendered praiſe, tha 
iving, and an increaſing obedience, * — 


And by all thy reaſonable creatures for owe 


won; Pt) 161113 
1 4 
. 2 q . - 4 ; 
- 77 * 7 ' 
3 Fe 
«| r F 1 » N ; I 8. 
2 —— 4 . - V 14 2 + ; 
* 8 
7 1 ” - 1 
n 3 4 
7 — 1 \ 
$4 wu . # i : g 
4 
* 
4 a 2171 3 
1 7 1 2. 8 
10 — ad - J . A. 4 — 4 
4 M1 + "- * 85 + 


| Lach publiſhed = 1 Jounsox, No. 72, St 


2 Yard. 


þ "AN apo 55 ing the Vicarage ef Cr 


a 58550 57 * ilus — M. A. 
8 omg d Edidion. * 5. — 

2. A to the Apology. y the ſame | 
3A Farewel Ad ws o the Pariſhioners Ment, 5 
” 2 the ſame. i 
4. The Boe Book' of LONG Prayer eitiemel upon the 
7 of the late Dr. Samuel Clarke: Together 

— the Pfalter or Pſalms of David, and a ollec- 
: tion of Hymns for -public Worth. By the fame, 


38. 6d. ſerved. 


2 E reached at the frſt Open i Sf ithe. 
| 5. n Ele pening 


Houſe, Eſſex Street, Strand, A 
17, 85 nt To which is added, a any / via 


© count of the Reformed Lirurgy uſed in tlie ſaid 
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